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VISION STATEMENT  

Pompallier Catholic College is a Catholic community with a Marist charism that challenges all students to excel in their endeavours.  We promote 
Christian values, excellence in learning and quality relationships to enable students to be outstanding citizens.  Our College shall be a place where 

all “...encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”. 

As I get close to having taught teenagers for almost 40 
years, and most of that time in Catholic schools, I firmly 
believe that the Catholic school of today is significantly 
better than the Catholic school of former decades.  We 
should treasure that change.  

In times past, bullying behaviour was a common          
occurrence within the staffroom and the school grounds.  
Students and staff were tagged with nick names designed 
to belittle a person’s sense of well-being.  Physical       
violence between students was almost a daily event in a 
boys’ school, and used to stratify a sense of social        
hierarchy.  Smoking was common around the school and 
teachers could use the cane to promote the behaviour 
they desired.  Order was kept and behaviour modified 
largely by the use of fear, an appeal to honour the        
traditions and hierarchy (it will be your turn one day), and 
peer group pressure.  The strong survived and made it to 
the honours boards, while the others, the weak, were 
ejected from the system and often abused by it in the  
process.  Some would manage to become successful in 
one sense or another, but most of the ones I knew, and 
who are still alive, seem old and defeated by life.  

Teaching was primarily focused on imparting content 
deemed to be important for students, and their ability to 
recall it under exam conditions was used to discern how 
intelligent they were.  Those who were discerned as being 
clever studied languages, maths and science.  Those of 
average intelligence studied book-keeping, short-hand, 
geography and maths, while those who were least       
intellectually able did things like woodwork, cooking,    
typing and art.  A rather simple system designed to      
prepare people for work and a future income predicated 
by your intellectual classification.  

If your brain was wired in a way that did not readily     
manage literacy, numeracy, retention and recall, you were 
usually on the road when you turned 15.  Often in a literal 
as well as figurative sense.  Education was not really   
interested in addressing your particular set of learning 
needs.  Just leave school and get a job.  

Yes, there were many good things.  Almost every teacher 
devoted their spare time to running extra-curricula        
activities.  There were teachers who inspired students and 
made learning a real pleasure.  Strong bonds and a   
commitment to the school was carried forward into many 
a student’s adult life.  An emphasis on community and the 
promotion of the common good, rather than the excessive 
individualism of today.  A far stronger display of being 
Catholic and partaking in its sacramental life.  Though I 
believe much of this was driven by a sense of tribalism 
rather than an expression of faith.  

The Catholic school of today is far more complex.  It    
produces more equitable and higher education outcomes.  
It is a far more peaceful, caring and respectful              

environment than the Catholic school of the past.  What 
makes it better is the passion, the determination and   
desire of our teachers to create success for every student 
that walks into our school, and resourcing to enable     
success.  

How we teach, what we teach, and the enabling of      
students learning places demands upon all aspects of a 
teacher’s life.  It is not an 8.30am to 3.30pm job with 10 
weeks of holidays.  It is constant thinking, emotionally 
demanding, energy sapping, frustrating, perplexing, and 
yet most of us love it 24/7.  But most of us will also leave 
within the next 5 years. 

Nationally we have too many teachers about to retire who 
will take a wealth of cultural capital from our Catholic 
school system and every other school.  We don’t have 
sufficient numbers of willing and able teachers entering 
and staying in the profession, for a whole host of reasons.  
It’s a problem that we all need to face collectively         
because of its national impact.   

Next week all of our staff will be giving time to a day of 
service for the common good.  Many teachers will also be 
forgoing wages on Wednesday to show how serious they 
are about the need for education reform and more       
resources to address the current education needs.   

Current offers from the Government will only enable the 
status quo short-term.  It’s like providing walking sticks, to 
keep the old teachers going, and panadol.  The offers fail 
to address the long-term needs which are becoming ever 
more pressing.  So please support the teachers and their 
desire to uphold and strengthen our education system 
over the next few months.  There will be some short-term 
frustration and additional costs for many, including the 
teachers, but that seems to be the only way to safe guard 
education for our children.  

 
Richard Stanton 

PRINCIPAL 

 

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES 

For week of  
Monday 27 May to Friday 31 May  

Tuesday 28 May Service Day. 

Wednesday 29 May Teacher Strike Day.   
 School closed for instruction. 

Thursday 30 May XOR. 

Friday 31 May Teacher Only Day.   
 School closed for instruction. 



UPCOMING EVENTS - Term 2 
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MAY 

Mon 27 - Wed 29 International Students Trip Rotorua  

Tue 28 SERVICE DAY   

Wed 29 PPTA STRIKE DAY School closed for instruction  

Thu 30 XOR Pompallier  

Fri 31 TEACHER ONLY DAY School closed for instruction  

JUNE 

Tue 4 Year 7 Boostrix Vaccinations College  

Thu 6 Business Studies - YES Pitch WGHS TBC 

Thu 6 Matariki Festival College Hall 5.00pm 

Thu 6 - Fri 7 Year 11 Electronics Battery Course NorthTec 9.00am - 3.00pm 

Fri 7 Ngā Manu Kōrero Northland College 

Fri 7 Year 13 Media Studies Restaurant Trip Jimmy Jacks 12.30pm - 3.00pm 

Sat 8 Youth Mass SFX 6.00pm 

Tue 11 NSS Cross Country Champs Barge Park 9.30am - 2.00pm 

Thu 13 Mass for the Deceased College Chapel 1.25pm 

Thu 13 Year 11 Business Trip  9.00am - 2.00pm 

Thu 13 - Fri 14 Year 11 Electronics Battery Course NorthTec 9.00am - 3.00pm 

Fri 21 Year 7 & 8 Sports Exchange vs Bream Bay Bream Bay 11.00am - 2.30pm 

Sat 22 PTFA Fundraising Dinner College Hall 6.30pm 

Tue 25 Senior Health Day  TBC 

Wed 26 - Thu 27 Year 12 Electrical Auto Course NorthTec 9.00am - 3.00pm 

Thu 27 St John the Baptist Mass College Hall TBC 

Thu 27 Parent Teacher Interviews TBC  

Fri 28 Year 7 & 8 Sports Exchange vs Tikipunga Pompallier 11.00am - 1.30pm 

JULY 

Tue 2 - Thu 4 Year 13 Geography EOTC Trip Rotorua  

Tue 2 Parent Teacher Interviews TBC 

Fri 5 College Ball ASB Stadium 7.00pm - 11.00pm 

Fri 5 TEACHER ONLY DAY  

Fri 5 Last Day of Term 2   

Fri 5 - Mon 22 Indonesia Scientific Expedition Wallacea Region, Indonesia  

Sat 13 Youth Mass SFX 6.00pm 

NZQA FEES 

On 13 May 2019, the Minister of Education made a significant pre-budget announcement around NCEA.  The          
Minister’s pre-budget announcement can be found in full here. 

One part of the announcement was that fees will no longer be charged for participating in NCEA and NZ Scholarship, 
as funding will instead be provided directly to NZQA by the Government.  This applies to all domestic students and    
students from the Cook Islands and Niue, enrolled at a secondary school participating in NCEA or NZ Scholarship.       
International fee-paying students will still be charged a fee. 

What does this mean for families?  From 2019, you will no longer be charged for NZQA Fees on your child ’s 
account.  Any payments that have been allocated to this fee this year have been transferred either to other school 
charges, or put in credit balance on the account.   Note:  The NZQA fee of $76.70 is still showing on your account, as 
this is added automatically by our SMS system, KAMAR.  It will be removed automatically in due course.  

https://www.beehive.govt.nz/feature/wellbeing-budget-2019


SPORTS DEPARTMENT NEWS : Term 2, Week 4 

NETBALL RESULTS 

Collegiate Team 1 

4 May vs KHS Snr Dev  won by default 

11 May vs Manawanui Red  lost 24 - 36 

 POD Jodie Orford, FP Rose Bland 

18 May vs Otamatea Snr 1  lost 18 - 40 

Collegiate Team 2 

4 May vs WGHS Snr White lost 15 - 16 

11 May vs Kamo HS 9A  lost 15 - 29 

18 May vs TAU 2  won 18 - 5 

HOCKEY RESULTS 

Mixed 1
st

 XI 

13 May vs Hora Hora lost 0 - 3 

 POD Rose Martin 

20 May vs Mangapai/Huanui lost 2 - 6 

 POD Isaac Going 

Mixed 2
nd

 XI 

13 May vs Dargaville lost 1 - 3 

 POD Holly Weir, FP Ashley Wickman 

20 May vs Mangapai/Huanui won 4 - 3 

 POD Lawrence Reade, FP Bailey Walker 

JMC (Year 7 & 8) 

17 May vs KIS Girls 1
st
 XI lost 0 - 5 

 POD Harry Trubshaw 

FOOTBALL RESULTS 

Girls 1
st

 XI 

8 May  vs Kerikeri HS  lost 1 - 9 

15 May vs KHS 1
st
 XI  lost 1 - 4 

   

Boys 1
st

 XI 

8 May vs Ruawai College won 16 - 0 

15 May vs Otamatea won 6 - 0 

SPORTS UNIFORMS 

All weekly winter sports have started now. 

Please ensure you wear the correct uniform when        
representing the College – these are explained in the 
Code of Conduct for each sport code: 

Basketball – white socks. 

Netball – white socks, navy/black underwear – no bike-
pants. 

Hockey AND Football – navy/gold team socks (purchased 
from the “One stop Hockey Shop” at Northland Hockey 
ITM Centre at Kensington Park). 

ALL PLAYERS should be wearing their College fleece/

jacket to keep warm, unless your team has purchased 
sports hoodies.  No mufti hoodies/jackets/other please  

NORTHLAND SECONDARY SCHOOLS CROSS  
COUNTRY - Tuesday 11 June 

If you place in the TOP 5 of your age group in our School 
Cross Country races which were held today, then you 
qualify to attend the NSS Cross Country Champs in Week 
7.   

Permission slips will be given out/emailed home early 
next week, so keep an eye out for these, as they will need 
to be returned promptly please. 

SHACKLETON SEA SCOUTS 

Does your child enjoy the outdoors and water         
activities?  Come and join the Shackleton Sea 
Scouts! 

Scouting is a worldwide movement with over 32 million 
members in 160 countries.  Our main focus is the        
development of young people, so that they reach their full 
potential and take a constructive part in society. 

Shackleton Sea Scouts is part of Scouting NZ and we use 
our amazing Northland maritime environment to do water 
activities, such as sailing, rowing and kayaking, and land 
based activities, such as camping, tramping and survival.  

It is open for both boys and girls: Scouts (10.5 years till 15 
years) and Venturers (15 years till 18 years).  

These sections meet on Mondays from 6.30pm till 
8.30pm, at The Den, 52a Riverside Drive, Whangarei.  

Contact shackleton@group.scouts.nz or check out 
www.shackletonseascouts.nz 

 
 

 Chantelle Yorke 
SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR 

438 3950 Ext 222 

chantelle.yorke@pompallier.school.nz 
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.CATHOLIC CARING             
FOUNDATION 

Caring for families, Caring for communities 
  
We care for families and communities in need throughout 
the Auckland Diocese.  Want to make a difference to our 
community?  Then please consider gifting to the         
foundation:  www.caringfoundation.org.nz 

  If you have a student success you would 
like to share, email us at … 

newsletter@pompallier.school.nz 

mailto:shackleton@group.scouts.nz
http://www.shackletonseascouts.nz
mailto:chantelle.yorke@pompallier.school.nz
http://www.caringfoundation.org.nz/
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COLLEGE SERVICE DAY 

On Tuesday 28 May we will be holding our annual 
“Service Day”.  On this day we ask our students and staff 
to give of their time and talents to the community, in a 
manner that reflects the gospel call to love our neighbour 
and the call of our Church towards social justice. 

All our students and staff will spend the day working 
for a community organisation, to support those in need 
and to engage positively with the community and other 
students.   

By now you should have received a letter from your     
children informing you of the activity they are involved in 
on Service Day and what they need to bring.  Thank you 
in advance for your help and support of this event, it is 
especially helpful if you can transport your children to and 
from their activity.  

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact 
the Teacher in charge of your child’s activity, or the       
College office. 

MASS FOR THE DECEASED 

Thursday 13 June, 1.25pm 

We would like to extend an invitation to families to    
attend our annual Mass for the Deceased, in honour of 
the memory of our beloved past students and staff 
members.  Mass will take place in the College Chapel 
and will be followed by a light afternoon tea. 

If you are able to join us, please RSVP (for catering    
purposes) to Kelli Adams on 438 3950 ext 201, or email:  
admin@pompallier.school.nz, by Friday 7 June. 

YEAR 7 & 8 SOCIAL 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 
We have a compulsory school uniform and 
we expect that our students will wear it 
with pride.   

We are very proud of our College and, as our 
students are seen by members of the wider 
community both before and after school, we 
wish to ensure that our uniform is worn      

correctly. 

For this reason we insist on our regulation uniform being 
worn to and from school, as well as during school hours. 

We appreciate that the colder weather is approaching, 
however, provision has been made for this with several 
regulation options available; including polar fleeces, 
scarves and the new black puffer jacket (note: only black 
puffer jackets with the College monogram may be worn). 

Please note that hoodies and black boots are not part 
of our uniform. 

If you require any clarification on our regulation uniform 
items, please refer to the Uniform pages on our website:  
www.pompalliercollege.school.nz  (under Enrolment Info). 

Your assistance in enforcing that your child has the   
correct uniform is greatly appreciated. 

BUS PASSES ... 
If your child loses their pass, they can apply for 
a replacement by paying $6.00 to the College office.   

A temporary bus pass will be issued, and a new pass 
will be ordered for them.  As these are printed off-site, 
this can take a few days to arrive. 

mailto:admin@pompallier.school.nz
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YEAR 12 PE OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES 

Our Year 12 PE students headed to One Tree Point and Pataua in the first week of Term 2.  Here they are having a 
great time while learning outside the classroom! 
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SCHOOL MAGAZINE 

We are now taking orders for this year's school magazine and will be using the on-line ordering system 
again.  The cost of the magazine is $20.00.  Any family that wishes to purchase a magazine will need to 
pre-order one by clicking on the following link for further information and the ordering page:  

Order 2019 Magazine    

All orders must be received by Friday 16 August.  There will be limited extra copies to purchase after           
publication, so please ensure you order your copy to avoid disappointment. 

Advertising:  We will be offering advertising space again this year.  Our fee is $150.00 for a full page advert, 
$80.00 for a half page advert, or $40.00 for a quarter page advert.   

If you would like to support the magazine and advertise your business/organisation, or for further information, please 
contact Sarah Edgecombe via email: sarah.edgecombe@pompallier.school.nz. 

https://form.jotform.co/71079261509862
mailto:sarah.edgecombe@pompallier.school.nz
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